
From l. to r. : Patrick Tanguy, Director of DCI-

COFRAS ; General Michel Grintchenko, 

commanding officer of the French Army’s ALAT 

light aviation unit ; Commander of the Kuwaiti Air 

Force (KAF) Major-General Abdullah Al-Foudari, 

who said : “DCI’s initials have a special meaning to me and 

to my country since we’ve established a long-standing 

relationship: Discipline, Confidence and Innovation !” 
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International Helicopter Training Centre: Défense Conseil International 
reinforces training capacities through infrastructure refurbishment and 

helicopter acquisitions 
 
 

Paris, 8th November 2016 – Défense Conseil International (DCI), 

the reference operator of the French ministry of defence for the 

international transfer of French military know-how, is inaugurating 

new facilities at its International Helicopter Training Centre (CIF-

H), in the presence of senior military officials from France and 

Kuwait. DCI is also reinforcing its fleet through the acquisition of 

three EC120 helicopters. The CIF-H is the second pilot school 

created by DCI, and the first in France. The French armed forces 

can thus respond to the strong demand for helicopter pilot training 

from friendly countries. 

 

Innovative teaching methods, 100% success rate 

The overall refurbishment of the CIF-H infrastructure, carried out 

over the past year, enables the integration of e-learning tools, 

simulators, serious games and real-time flight monitoring screens. 

This modern, comfortable and functional setup offers a quality 

environment for foreign trainees and helps to boost the success 

rate. The first CIF-H graduating class scored a 100% success rate in 

obtaining their French military helicopter pilot qualification.  

 

The CIF-H offers courses ranging from initial pilot training to 

operational missions. Patrick Tanguy, Director of DCI-COFRAS, 

comments on the excellence of DCI training: “It requires constant 

adaptation, in order to offer our trainees a high-quality environment and a course 

content necessary to achieve their training goals and thus to maintain friendly and 

effective military cooperation. Thanks to the French Army light aviation unit 

(ALAT) school, the French armed forces are among the most effective in the 

world.” 

 

Close relations with the French armed forces: a win-win partnership 

The CIF-H is located within the French military pilot training schools at Dax and Luc-en-Provence. The 

new buildings are provided by the Dax school base. Henri Rouby, Director of DCI-AIRCO, remarks: 

“Since it started its aeronautical activity in May 2015, the CIF-H has worked in close cooperation with the French Army’s 

ALAT light aviation unit to transfer its know-how to friendly countries. We are very pleased to witness the inaugural flight 

of the first three helicopters in DCI colours in the presence of friendly countries and our long-standing partners on the occasion 

of the new facilities inauguration.” 

 

The helicopters – EC120s modified for pilot training by DCI subsidiary HeliDax – are equipped with 

latest-generation avionics and are identical to the machines used by the ALAT. They are suitable for 



advanced training thanks to the integration of “glass cockpit” technologies and the use of night vision 

goggles (NVGs). 

 

CIF-H requirements in 2016 amount to around 3,000 flying hours. This fleet offers a potential 1,650 

additional flying hours per year, thus limiting the need to use HeliDax machines. 

 

 

 
*** 

Download the pictures : https://we.tl/cZQswktveE 

 
About DCI 
DCI’s mission is to transfer French military know-how to the armed forces of nations friendly with France. DCI is 
the reference operator of the French Ministry of Defence, offering services that are certified “French Forces 
Training”. For over 40 years, it has been present across all the aspects of defence and national security services, 
offering Consulting, Training and Technical Assistance. Through its capacity-based approach, DCI offers countries 
that are friendly with France customised solutions for personnel training and equipment maintenance. In addition 
to its Paris headquarters, DCI operates several international training centres throughout France. It also has bases 
outside France: in Qatar, Kuwait, the UAE and Saudi Arabia, in Asia with Malaysia, Singapore and India. DCI is 
continuing to expand internationally with innovative, high added-value services through the development of new 
partnerships. With its 986 employees, the DCI Group achieved in 2015 a turnover of 227.5 million euros. 
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